
Silver Pines Parent POST  Feb. 9, 2024 

 

Silver Pines PS Contact Information 
Phone: 905.508.7303 Fax:  905.508.7351 

Email: silver.pines.ps@yrdsb.ca  Website: www.silverpines.ps.yrdsb.ca 

Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Recine   Secretary: Dina Plainos 

Principal: Sherry Zarif   Vice-Principal: Georgia Petinarelis 

 
 

February 1-29- Black History Month 

February 10 – Lunar New Year 

February – 14/15 – Harritage School House Trip – Grade 8 Students 

February – 14 – Valentine’s Day – Cookie Grams for sale ($2) – Kindergarten – Gr. 3 only 

February – 16 – Friendship Dance – Snacks for sale for $1 and $2 

February 19 – Family Day – No School 

February – 20 - 22 – Term One Report Cards Distributed Electronically  

February 28 – Pink Shirt Day 

 
 

Lunar New Year – February 10th  
 

 
 

To help deepen our understanding, and to honour YRDSB’s Diamond Days, please see 
this Lunar New Year video.  
 
Lunar New Year is a significant and meaningful cultural celebration for many people of 
East and Southeast Asian heritage including but not limited to Chinese, Korean, 
Taiwanese, Vietnamese and Indonesian communities. It is celebrated across the Asia-
Pacific and diaspora communities around the world. This holiday commemorates the 
first day of the Lunar Calendar. The date is determined by the appearance of the moon 
and usually takes place between late January to early February. The official names of 
the new year may differ depending on the country, such as Tết Nguyên Đán in Vietnam 
or Tahun Baru Cina in Malaysia.  For some, this occasion has religious significance as 
well.  
 
We wish all those celebrating Lunar New Year a very happy celebration! 
 

Friendship Dance – Friday February 16th 

Students will have an opportunity to dance with their friends on Friday February 16 th. 

We will have snacks for sale for $1 and $2. 

mailto:silver.pines.ps@yrdsb.ca
http://www.silverpines.ps.yrdsb.ca/
https://youtu.be/EFquH36Ebwc


Black History Month 

 

Black History Month and beyond aims to celebrate the richness and excellence of Black 
Canadians as well as to highlight their vibrant traditions, histories, arts, and cultures and 
their significant contributions to Canada and the world. 

Silver Pines PS will be learning about the richness of Black history and significant 
individuals by attending workshops and participating in a school wide trivia challenge to 
build our knowledge of Black History.  Please see community engagement events 
below: 

Celebrating Black History Month / BHM365 

Events 2024 

* Dates and Events subject to change 

Student Events and Family Engagement  

Date and Time Event Information/Details Location  

February 8, 2024 A Discussion for Families of Black Children on Pathway 

Opportunities for Students and Families.   

 

Register Here 

 

Dr.Bette Stephenson 

Cafeteria 

February 27, 2024 
7:00-8:00pm. 

Anti-Blackness in Schools - Virtual Affinity Session for Black 

Students, Families and Black Staff with Presenters Dr.Joi 

Spencer and Dr.Kerri Ullucci 
 
Register Here 
 

Online 

Register to Receive Link 

February 29, 2024 
 
5:00pm - 6:30pm 

Family Cookout with Chef Maxine Knight - Open to All: 

Student & Families 

                     

Light refreshments will be served. 

                                                            
Register In person Experience  

Details to be shared upon registration.  

 

Register Here 

 

 

Dr Bette Rm 113 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QSCDLCsxI8um27dIEBMA8m3yuvnMCDgGvbtD9W5KYvc/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pnsWbAoWF2FXxuA1i69UDWAatyhwcoJbp1n4OVki2Ls/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1cAGilsl4ZXGuC_L9HrkUMJVqKEgOzxlAf0l9uUIn1ak/edit


Term 1 Report Cards 

 
Report cards are part of our ongoing communication to support student achievement 
and well-being. We hope that the Term 1 report card will provide valuable feedback for 
your child while supporting conversations about learning at home. Your child’s report 
card will be distributed between February 20 to February 22, 2024. These reports will 
be distributed electronically via student Board Google GAPPS accounts. 

 
There is new information for families who would like to know more about the revised 
language curriculum for Grade 1-8 students and Early Reading Screening for year one 
and two Kindergarten students. You can find this information on the school board 
website. The information posted on the website is available in multiple languages using 
the translation tool drop down menu on the top right corner of the webpage. If you have 
any questions, please contact the school. 
 
 
Reporting on the Revised Language Curriculum (Grade 1-8)  

Early Reading Screening (ERS) 

A screening measure is a quick and informal evidence-based test that provides 
information about possible reading difficulties (Ontario Human Rights Commission, 
Right to Read Report). As outlined by the Ministry of Education, beginning in the 2023-
2024 school year, the Kindergarten Communication of Learning and the Elementary 
Provincial Report Card, Grades 1-6 will include a new section titled “Early Reading 
Screening'' (ERS). 
  
On the report, there are checkboxes where results of early reading screening are 
recorded, along with the date of screening. Report cards will indicate if the student has 
completed the early reading screening and if the student has met the screening 
benchmark. 
  
As implementation is voluntary at this time, for the 2023-2024 Term 1 and 2 reporting 
period, all students will have the NA box selected for ERS. In the coming months, 
training on a Ministry-approved screening tool will be offered to primary educators in 
advance of mandatory implementation in the fall. 
  
Beginning in Fall 2024, students in Year Two Kindergarten to Grade Two will 
participate in Early Reading Screening. 

 
 
Tips for Secondary School Course Selection 

Grade 8 and secondary school students select courses in February for the following 
September.  
  
Here are some tips and reminders for students and families planning their course 
selection.  
  

1. You do not need to make decisions alone. Consult with your family. 
Teachers, guidance counselors, student success teachers, graduation coaches 
and other school staff are there to help you.  

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/assessment-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/assessment-evaluation-and-reporting
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/548


2. Plan. You can use My Pathway Planner to track your courses, find post-
secondary pathway options and look up course descriptions and prerequisites. 
Learn how to create your plan.  

3. Explore your options. There are many courses, programs and opportunities 

available at all YRDSB secondary schools that let you gain skills, experience, 
credits and certifications in the fields that interest you. You can now search for 
these opportunities by sector.  There are also other ways to earn credits, 
including summer school, night school, online learning, Indigenous and 
International languages and more.  

4. Review graduation requirements. You are responsible for ensuring you select 

courses that meet diploma requirements.  
5. Review course types. Selecting courses that meet your needs is the first step to 

experiencing success in secondary school. Your guidance counselor will help 
you to choose appropriate courses throughout secondary school as students 
plan for their initial post-secondary destination. 

6. Be aware of course prerequisites. This is a course that must be successfully 

completed before taking the course that follows. You can use My Pathway 
Planner to look up course descriptions and prerequisites.  

7. Know where to go if you have questions. Speak with your guidance counselor 
or other staff members at the school. Talk to your family members. Learn more 
about course selection, graduation requirements and options available to you 
in secondary school on the Board website. 

 
 
 

https://app.myblueprint.ca/public/courses/yrdsb
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/create-my-plan-individual-pathways
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/secondary-school-programs-and-opportunities-sector
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/secondary-school-programs-and-opportunities-sector
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/choose-my-courses/other-ways-earn
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/graduation-requirements
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/choose-my-courses
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school/graduation-requirements
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/experience-secondary-school


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Technology Renewed Program – Apply for a computer 
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